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WOMEN HAVE

WOMEN WHO HAVE FACED DEATH TO FREE GUBA.

Gl

DONE FOR ‘CUBA.

OME of the hardest fighticg for Cuba Llbre s
belng doms right hiere in New York.
It is a battle for the nlmighty dollar, and
.the contestants are patriotic Cuban women
who are forming thelr numbers Into clubs nnd
branches of clabs, that In every possible way they may
ralss money to be convertsd Into food and ammunition
for the lpsurgent army.
The Cuban women's clobs le New York are emi-
nently practical
“IWe db not neesd organization to teach patriotism or
valor to our people,” & lovely Cuban womaz eald re-
ecentiy. **We have patriotism enongh and valor enough.

Cubans can defend Cuba.

“What we do peed !s money, woney from every
quarter, to efford our men -an opportunity to prove
themselves warrlors ind true patriots.”

And it Is solely to ralse thls needed eash that the
Cuban women of New York are banded together In
such sctlve elub work,

Las Hljas de Cuba, the largest elub of Cuban
woemen io the clfy, has already rslsed the sum of
$10,000 since It was organlzed, in March, 18035, a week

.after the revolution broks eut

Mrs. Quesada, the president and organizer of the
club, says this Is the largest sum that has been ralsed
for Cuba by any one body of elther men or women.,

“It was oot easy to securs so large an amount for
& non-Amerlcan canse, I can nssure you,” she sald
when questioned about her work.

*It menxnt no end of sacrificea for each woman mem-
ber, both In money and time, but the love of La Fatrla
Is strong o our hsarts, aod if we caunot go to the

ibattlefleld we can at least help those who do.

“When Cuba I8 free we ghall not miss the money."”

Other prominent members of Las Hijas de Coba
are M. Guerra, the treéasurer, &n enthuslastlc expo-
nent of the cagse; Mlss Mantilla, the secrstary; Miss
Frances Molina, Mre, Fldel G, Plerra and Mrs, Enrvique
Trujlllo, whose hkusband, the editor of El Proveplr,
wins arrested a few days ago on an old charge of fill-
bustering.

A novel method of rulslng money thst has been

“miuck employed by thess self-sacrificing “daughtess”

is the selling of thelr jewels plece by plece.

When thers Is a sudden dempnd for'money a ring,
brooch or bracelet of great walue—perbaps sn helr-
loom—Is: taken from the family jewel casket and offerad

far sale among the Immediate frlends and acqualnt-:

ances.’

Thers are Cuban women In New York who hars
emptied thelr fewel boxes of tholr [ast trensure—helpleds
to meet the appenla of their country In sny other way.

In Broskirn the two most actlys clubs of Cuban
women are Las Hijas de la Libertad (The Daughiers
‘of Liberty) and Merdedes de Verona,
 Like the Datghters of Coba In New Tork, those
two clubs sre engzged In ralsing money 'h;r bazanrs,

‘eqncerts and lndividunl endeavor, fo #end to the hos-

pltals and the army camps, and in purchasing ammuni-
tion.

There Is not much chapcs for the enthuslasm of °

these women pstriots to flag, when from time to tims
stich storles come to them as the account, a few dnys
fgo, of the throwlug of three women suspeets into
the dungeons of Morro prison. They did noble waork
for Ceban liberty, and now they will be called on to
pay for It according to Spanish methods:

It made only s small item In the dally. papers, but
when A Cpban womnan, with flashing eyes and choking
volee, relates the tale, you reallze to the fulleat the
infamy of making wer on defenceless women.

And even this is searcely so terrible ne the story
Benoru 0. Aguero tells of her experience Iln carrying
Arms to Banta Luecln. She wes not only searched,
threatenod and tortured by the Spoulsh golfliers, but
acinglly stripped of her clothing In the search for con-
cealed weanons. -

Durlhg the present war & pariy of devoted men,
every one ready to shed hls heart's blood for Cuban
liberty, met at a modest dwelllng in na obscure quar-
ter of the clty of Havana. They had information of
deepest lmportance, and dispatches must at once be
transmitted to Gemeranl Antonlo’Macss, An ambush
wins planned; If unwarned, his escape was Impossible.
Yet, brave and true au these men were, they knew well
that for one of them to make an attefnpt to leave the
city mesnt arrest and imprisonment In the gloomy
fortress of Las Cabanas, If not Immedints execufion.
What wan to be done?

Senora Rodriguez, at whose honse tho mestlng wns
Beld, sald T will go; glve me your dispatches.” In
valn they songht to dlssuads her: poluted out the nl-
most certalnty of a terrible deatl shonld she fall luto
the enemy’s hands. But she was firm. =

“If mny one of you try to earry word you will be at

once arrested, and all will be lost," she replled. “Why

should I fear to dle for our beloved country more thun
my bhusband or my ‘brother?”

She read thoss dispatches till eachk word sesmed

burngd into her brain with letters of fire. Then she
concedled them In the folds of the gnrb of a Slater of
Charlty, which svas to be her disgnlse. “‘Our foes may
be Spanish soldlers,”" she sald, “but they are Cntholles,
too, and they will not dere Ingult a deéfeacéless woman
wearlng the hablt of our mest holy Church.”

Fearlessly sha set forth on her lonely erfand, ‘She
wits only able to obtaln vague directions as to the laca-
tion of Maceo's camp. Bhe llved In constant fenr of
losing her way. Oncs slie came suddenly upoa a band
of Spanish cavalry, encamped aimost on the edge of
the hills whidh held the ‘obiject of her quest. But they
were not base enough to molest the humble “'Fermana
41 Caridad,” whose only wenpon was the sliver eross
on her breast, They even directéd hér to the home of
® family of Spanlards whose [llness ‘furoished the
ostensible causs of her journey,

Once In the mountains, her danger wWas, If possible,
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intensified. Every rock or tree might shelter a foe.

Btlll; she striiggled on, almost faloting from hunger
and fatigue, and tormented with the hnunting fear that
perhaps her warning might come too late and that she
herself might be bilndly rushing Into the hands of a
bidden enemy. -

Her high cournge wns falling, when she saw a col-
umn of smoke rising from a ocamp fire, Were they
friends or foes? Blindly she pressed forward, right
Into the camp of the soliler she sought. What Joy to
hear the elear challetige ring out!! But the words “Halt,
or I fire!" (led on the sentlnel’s lps as Senorn Hod-
riguer gasped, *'1 come with dispatelies which tnean
life ‘or death,' and throst them Into Maeen's hands.

Her brave journey accomplished s object: Thaniks
to her timely Information, the Gehcral was enabled to
exceute gne of his bLrilliant manoeuyres, which effecty-
elly turned the tahbles onm his foes.

Not cne whit less brave was the conduect of Senora
Baneliex, who for two weeks made stolen trips through
the Spanlsh llnes to carry fopd and medicine to her
wonnded son.

Qoo day she undertook, In additfon, to smuggls some
Impottant papers to the captaln of her son's reglment
and was captured.  True-hearted woman that she was,
her first thought was not of the cerfaln death which
stared her In the face, but of the charge Intrusted to
her. For n Tnoment the attentlon of her captors was
diverted while they diseossed her fate, Buot, short ps
the thme was, !t wng sufliclegt. Like Emily Zelgler,
famous in another revolution, she hastlly tore the
preclous papers and swallowed them, that they might
not ald the enemy. Then she Lravely met o soldler's
denth. for these latter-dny sons of Spanlsh chivalry
number unatined snd helpless women and ehlldren
among thelr foes.

Anather devoted wife followed her husband to the

. army, and, when lYe was shot to death before her sres,
canght up hls weapens and announiced herself ready
to take hig ploce In belping to free her country from
Bpaln's bloody tyranny,

A brave girl of gixtesn years, ths beautiful Senorita
Zawmors, for @ whole month concealed sad nursed her
wounded lover In a house visited dally by Bpinlsh
‘eples, When by His death, her net Lechmie known to
Weyler's soldlers, she shot berself through the lhenrt

gnd foil neruss her dead swectheart's' body, crring with

her latest breath, *“Viva Cuba Libre)*

Ope of the latest fads In Berlin 1§ a yonng widow's
club, which 18 constantly galning Io numbers. Tha
women . bave thels meetlngs In the rooms of a elty
‘restaurant, where they dine and sup, knd enjoy them-
selves generally, entirely Independent of the mnle ele-
ment, 'of which they are supposed to have bnd a ple-
thorn. Nelther are they selfish, for severnl practical
metheds of helplng the poor have origlunted and are
being briskly carried omt. : '
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"DAUGHTERS' DAY”
AT THE -CLUB.

Py Ellen M. Henrotin,

BOUT a year ngo the Committes on Reclprocity
of the General Federatlon sent out to the wom-
en's clubs a soggestion that each club establish
Buch ‘o commlttes, and that the State and Clty
Federations should also form committees, that the clubs
might become scquainted with eoch other, and that
conferences might be held on any subject of Interest
eltber to the elnb or to the community, The commitiee
also recommended that the Stats Federations should
Lolil meetlngs In the courss of a year, to which the
clubs In the nelghboring cltles and towns should be In-
vited, subjects for discusslon to be mnoounced In ad-
vance, so that the Individual members of the clubs
would have the opportunity to study and prepare short
nddresses; and also that the toplo under discussion

should be first discussed In the Individual club,

Ths committee further recommended that clobs
letive one or two vacancles on thelr programmes for the
senson, to be filled by an essay, or a speaker from a
nelghboring club. This would bring the presldents and
the boards of the cluba together; comparisons In meth-
‘ods would result, nequalntance and sympathy wounld
be extended and a desire for excellence sthrnulated.

Thls sugegestion was ddopted very generally by the
clubs, and ‘Treciprocity days” have been established.
One such conference was beld by the Irving Park (Tl

| nols) Womna's Club. They divided the subject tnder

the following heads: First, natignal anl Internationnl
arbitration: second, the ethles of war, the spiritusl
codt of war; third, the munterial cost of wur, and,
fonrth. Industrial conellintfon, The clubs from sur-
rounding towns were invited to attend, snd different
menibers discussed the toples. The varlety of opinions
called out wag suggestive, from the fact that nfen as
well as .women wers invited to'attend, and while all
the womien were strongly In favor of internntional arbi-
tration, meny of the men, svkn emong the clergy,
seemed to feel that it would not be a moral world unloss
right eould be backed by a cnll to arms,

The Denver Womnan's Club, has held various ‘“‘reci-
procity days.'" Thls clul’ took the initial move, ns It
Is the lirgest elub in. Deuver, and hes commodious
quarters, nnd was thos able recently to entertain the
club women. The spacious club room wns erowded.
Mis. JJH. Pratt, president of the Denver Woman's Club,
presided, snd 3rs, 13. M. Ashley, the president of the
Biate IMederatlon, opened the nieeting wlth an nddress
of welcome to the elubs, Eleven clubs were repre-
svnted, and the loenl council of Jewish women. Thera

was musie, fud then Mrs. Platt asked for volunteers

o #sslst the Rev, Mr Uszsell to prepars and serve
the «dinner which he Intended to give to' 1,500 clll-
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dren the Friday following Christmas. A hundred ladies
volunteered, nod also yvoted to give §100 from the clubs
represented to assist In furnlshing the dinner,

An interesting disenssinn was held oo the motion
presented by Mri. Ashler, the prezldent of the State
Federntlon, ‘“that formal! visits among elub members
bo ellminated from our scclal code, and be replaced by
a soelnl half hour afier each club meeting, and that
membership of & club serve as an introduction to its
members, so thet no member need be formally Iotro-
duced to another.” The last part of the double motlon
met with unanimous approvil, bhut sbout the first part
quite an animated diseuselon toolk ploce, several of
the ladles taklng the ground that In so busy a woman's
Hlfe a8 fhat of & member of the Denver Woman's
Club ' she had nelther time nor Inclination to make
formal ealls, and that the ¢lub should be not only &
place of meeting for study and work, but be also a
gort of social clearing house. Mrs, Ashley's motlo®was
tinally carried, f

The spirlt of the motlon secems to have pervaded
the entlie eluh world, us It Is practically conceded
among the c¢lub women that they need fiot pay formal
visits to ench other, and nelther doed an negualntance
in the club menn that one Is to have on one's sociunl
visiting lst all the club members. -

Thera Is much#%to be enld on thls polnt and some-
thing of ths other slde; as, in the cige of & amper,
then certninly It Is a courtesy which the amount of
trouble lnvolved sliould exact thut & call should be
pald; but In the onllnary entertalnlng, such ns recep-
tlons and largs lunch partles, s not the fact that a
busy womin attends such a functlon gufficlent proof
of the courtesy of her Intention and her desirs to visit
her hostess, pnd slould shie be compelled to return this
call? Many women whose lélsura Is Hmited {f obliged

to eall efter an entertalnment send regrets on the ocea-

slon and make o call afterwnrd, I

A club in s lurge elty buos rocentiy establlshed a
“Daughters' Doy,” tn which the members ars entitled
to bring thelr daughters, and, If the membpr hns no
daughter, then a nlpce or gome young friend. This has
been g most popular move on the port of the elub,

In the coming mesting of the Missour! State Fede-
ratlon this prineiple of reciprocity will be earrled
Into the Btate Federntlon, and a symposium on Btate
federation will be lield by the presidents of several of
the nelghboring States..

The Wednesday Club, of St. Louls, when the new
clubrooms of the ¢lub were Innugurated, held s “Chil-
dren's Doy'" to celebrate, and It was one of the most
successful functlons ever held by the club. In these
“Children's Dags' the effort should bs made to In-
terest this chlldren personally, so that they are willing
to contribute to the success of the day. The little boys
nnd gicls enn be ushers, and thers 12 nothing a child so
dearly loves as to do gomething, for grown-up people,

A letter fnst recelved from Dendwood gives an me-
count of n conference recently held at which a Dlack
Hllls Federation of Olubs was formed. The Round
Tabls Olub of Deadwood and representatives of five
other women's ¢lubs mot In the Olymple Club rooms
at & “Reclprocity Day,"” whilch wns held at the lnvi-
tatlon of the Round Tahle. Heveral Interesting papers
were read, musical numbers glven, and the greatest en-
thuslasm prevalled.  Several of the clubs, whose rep-
resentatives had pitended the meeting, not Interested

in the subject of federntlon, wers delighted with the

programme and the graclous hogpltality of the Dead-
wood clubs, so that they were comploetely won to the
eouse of the Federatlon. The programmea closed with
ile singing of **Americn," and a committee was ap-
pointed to draft a constitution and present a ticket
for the oMlcers of the Blick Hillsa Federition of
Women's Clubs.

| What tlls Federntion menns to the women out In
North Dakotn It Is lmpesalble for Hastern women to
concelve, It !s lo meoy cases the one touch of soclal
life which comes into thelr llves. The Federation
was virtunlly brought about by Miss Clara D. Coe,
who sttended the blennlal, and was greatly impressed
ot that meeting ‘by the reports of the clubs on the
“Reclprocity Days"” nnd also by the convletlon that
through the club movement tlie women of the ex-
treme West ‘conld accomplish much to foster the soclnl
life and the lntellectuasl culture of the country..

ELLEN M: HENROTIN,
President General Federation of Women's Clubs.



